Ventral lateral geniculate nucleus afferents to the suprachiasmatic nucleus in the cat.
The lateral geniculate complex innervates the hypothalamic suprachiasmatic nucleus (SCN). The location of neurons in the cat ventral lateral geniculate nucleus (vLGN) that give rise to the geniculohypothalamic tract has not been described. In this study, retrogradely labeled neurons were noted throughout the rostrocaudal extent of the medial vLGN following tracer injection into the SCN region. In addition, neuropeptide Y immunoreactive processes were also observed in the vLGN in this same medial zone and in the SCN. The data suggest that the medial zone of the cat vLGN may be homologous to the rodent intergeniculate leaflet (IGL).